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The Iranian const i tut ional  movement (1906-1911) was marked by the 
explosion of  a pol i t ical  and social  l i terature in which di fferent v is ions 
for a new Iran were expressed. Among the var ious actors involved the 
Iranian ulemas were certainly one of  the most mobi l ized, especial ly in 
the f i rst  three years of  the movement.

In pol i t ical  t reat ies ( r isâla-yi  s iyâsi  or  lâhiya )  wi th programmatic 
characters,  the I ranian ulema, l ike other socio-pol i t ical  actors,  
d iscussed the current pol i t ical  s i tuat ion in I ran but also drew up a 
state of  the s i tuat ion in the contemporary Musl im world by draf t ing at  
the occasion models (as wel l  as ant i -models).  And i t  is  precisely in th is 
respect that  the ment ion to the Ottoman Empire is as f requent as i t  is  
d iverse. By endeavor ing in th is communicat ion to note the var iety of  
ment ions to the Ottoman Empire and their  uses, we wi l l  insist  on what 
they say about the I ranian const i tut ional  movement,  the pol i t ical  
imaginat ion of  I ran at  th is per iod,  and of  course the relat ions between 
Iran and the Ottoman Empire dur ing the nineteenth century.

Dr.  Denis Hermann is an histor ian born in Par is in 1977. Current ly 
director of  IFRI ( Inst i tut  Français de Recherche en Iran),  he is mainly 
working on Qajar I ran,  Twelver Shi ’ ism and the Const i tut ional  
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qajare.  Histoire sociale et  doctr inale d’une École chi i te (Turnhout:  
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Indo-Iranian world dur ing the Ear ly-Modern and Modern Per iods  [eds.  
with F.  Speziale] ,  Ber l in:  Klaus Schwarz Ver lag/IFRI,  2010;  Shi ʻ i  
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